


C E L E B R AT I N G

Vernal Pools are seasonal wetland ecosystems that have been disappearing at an 
alarming rate over the past two centuries due to deforestation, agricultural expansion, 
and urbanization. These ephemeral wetlands occur from mid to late February through 
late June or early July and are critical habitats for a variety of macro and micro 
fauna including amphibians for breeding. Vernal pools are created from rainfall or 
springs in the ground that collect in depressions most often occurring on the forest 
floor. To be considered a functional vernal pool, water inundation has to persist 
long enough for organisms to develop into adults and remove themselves from the 
pool between 45-90 days. The most productive vernal pools have a combination 
of factors that make them successful including forest cover, sizable forest buffer, 
microtopography, leaf litter and woody debris to drive the food chain, plants for 
habitat and diversity, isolated hydrology preventing predatory fish invasions, and 
other nearby vernal pools to spread genetic diversity.
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